The allograft response.
The allograft response is a response by host T lymphocytes reacting to transplantation antigens that are carried on allogeneic lymphoreticuler cells. In vivo this response usually leads to graft rejection. It is possible to circumvent this response by the elimination of the lymphoreticular cells from the grafts prior to transplantation. The paradox of the strong response to transplantation antigen on lymphoreticular cells and the weak response to the same antigen on graft parenchymal cells can be explained by the signaling requirements for T lymphocyte activation.